SCOTLAND POLICY
CONFERENCES

Brexit and Scotland’s economy -
investment, international
relationships and
policy priorities
22" February 2018

CONDITIONS FOR USE OF TRANSCRIPTS:

This document is intended to provide a timely reference for interested parties who are unable to attend the
event to which it refers. Some portions are based on transcripts of proceedings and others consist of text
submitted by speakers or authors and are clearly marked as such. As such, apart from where it is indicated
that the text was supplied by the speaker, it has not been possible for the transcript to be checked by speakers
and so this portion of the document does not represent a formal record of proceedings. Despite best
endeavours by Westminster Forum Projects and its suppliers to ensure accuracy, text based on transcription
may contain errors which could alter the intended meaning of any portion of the reported content. Anyone
who intends to publicly use or refer to any text based on the transcript should make clear that speakers have
not had the opportunity for any corrections or check first with the speaker in question. If in doubt please
contact the forum first.




Scotland Policy Conferences Keynote Seminar:
Brexit and Scotland’s economy - investment, international relationships and policy priorities 22" February 2018

Contents

About this Publication

Agenda 4
Session Chair’s opening remarks
Peter Chapman MSP, Member, Cross-Party Group on Brexit (transcript) 6

Scotland and Brexit: the policy priorities
George Burgess, Deputy Director, Food, Drink and Trade, The Scottish Government (transcript) 7

Challenges for Scotland’s post-Brexit economy - competitiveness, investment and the labour market

Challenges and opportunities for Scottish business after Brexit
Tracy Black, Director, CBI Scotland (transcript) 10

An overview of the leqgal ramifications of Brexit in Scotland
Lynda Towers, Director of Public Law, Morton Fraser Lawyers (transcript) 13

Assessing the impact of Brexit on higher education in Scotland
Professor Ferdinand von Prondzynski, Principal and Vice-Chancellor, Robert Gordon University (transcript) 16

Key issues for Scotland’s financial services industry
Jonathan de Beer, Senior Adviser to the Director General, Association of British Insurers (transcript) 19

Priorities for the agricultural sector
Jonnie Hall, Director of Policy and Member Services, NFU Scotland (transcript) 22

Questions and comments from the floor with George Burgess, Deputy Director, Food, Drink and Trade,
The Scottish Government (transcript) 25

Session Chair’s closing remarks
Peter Chapman MSP, Member, Cross-Party Group on Brexit (transcript) 34

Session Chair’s opening remarks
Alex Neil MSP, Convener, Cross-Party Group on Brexit (transcript) 35

Developing Scotland as a post-Brexit business partner
David Watson, Senior Trade and Investment Commissioner, Australian Trade and Investment Commission (transcript) 37

Opportunities for international trade - supporting exporters, accessing new markets and long-term planning

Challenges and opportunities for fisheries in Scotland’s post-Brexit economy
Bertie Armstrong, Chief Executive Officer, Scottish Fishermen’s Federation (transcript) 40

Next steps for accessing new markets after Brexit
Andy McDonald, Director for Europe, Scottish Development International (transcript) 43

Priorities for exporters in a post-Brexit Scotland
Martin Bell, Deputy Director of Global Affairs, Scotch Whisky Association (transcript) 47

Questions and comments from the floor with David Watson, Senior Trade and Investment Commissioner,
Australian Trade and Investment Commission (transcript) 49

‘Key issues for Brexit and Scottish devolution’
Gillian MacGregor, Director, Office of the Secretary of State for Scotland (transcript) 52
Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 56

Session Chair’s and Scotland Policy Conferences closing remarks

Alex Neil MSP, Convener, Cross-Party Group on Brexit (transcript) 58
Roger Greer, Associate Producer, Scotland Policy Conferences (transcript) 59
Press Links 60
List of Delegates Registered for Seminar 61
Contributor Biographies 67

Please be advised that speakers’ PowerPoint presentations are included within the transcript itself, just beneath the relevant speaker’s text. Please note
that not all speakers are able to grant permission for us to include their slides.

Scotland Policy Conferences Important: note conditions of use on front page Page 2



Scotland Policy Conferences Keynote Seminar:
Brexit and Scotland’s economy - investment, international relationships and policy priorities 22" February 2018

About this Publication

This publication reflects proceedings at the Scotland Policy Conferences Keynote Seminar: Brexit and
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The views expressed in the articles are those of the named authors, not those of the Forum or the sponsors,
apart from their own articles.

Although Scotland Policy Conferences is grateful to all sponsors for the funding on which we depend,
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operations, sponsorship enables the Forum to distribute complimentary copies of publications, and offer
complimentary tickets for events, to Government ministers, parliamentarians and officials most involved in

policy.
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of the publishers. However, extracts of the text may be reproduced for academic or review purposes, subject
to the conditions of use outlined in the previous page, providing they are accurate, are not used in a
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